
• Did you see a Buzzard? 

• Did you pay attention to the plumage 

coloration? 

Join the research! 

Enter the Buzzard that you've seen on 

Observado.org, then select from the 

pictures below which colour morph 

most resembles your observation. 

• Enter separately each individual 

from which you can choose the 

colour morph (number = 1). 

• Try to score every Buzzard you see 

and not only the rarest morphs. 

Have you taken a photo of the Buzzard? 

Please upload! 

Discover colour variation in Buzzards! 
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BuMo3  

Can have a streaked chest or a pale 

breast band, but the head, collar and 

belly are still dark  
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Little white on the belly,  
overall dark  

Completely dark, with (almost) no white  

Pale barred breast and belly are 

generally typical, with dark head 

and flanks  

Neck can be light and spotted, 

with a lighter streaked head, 

flanks are still brown  

Overall pale, can have some brown 

left on head and neck. Underwings 

are pale, b ut upper wing is still 

darkish   

Extremely pale, with almost 

whitish head and underside,  
and with mainly white 

upper wing - coverts  



Discover colour variation in Buzzards! 

 

The “Buteo-morph” project in a nutshell: 
 

 

Common Buzzards have a very variable plumage: the extremes go from very dark to almost 

completely white individuals. Such colour polymorphism is common in raptor species. Colour 

morphs are inherited, i.e. offspring will look like their parents. In this project we are aiming 

to investigate the geographical and temporary differences in the distribution of the various 

morph-types in the Common buzzard. We would like to find out how the variation in 

plumage colour can be maintained over time. The individual performance of different 

morphs may depend on habitat characteristics and could vary in space (at a small or large 

scale) and time. Potential long-term changes and spatial variation in morph frequencies are 

largely unexplored. Furthermore little is known about whether the plumage colour affects 

the buzzard’s survival and reproductive success. There are two datasets available from the 

Netherlands on long-term developments of the frequency of different morphs as well as 

morph-dependent consequences on survival probability and reproductive success.  

To collect information on the distribution of different morph-types across Europe, we need 

your help. In fact, one way to try to answer this question is by the use of data that can be 

collected by citizens all year round, called Citizen Science approach.  

By using Observado.org, anyone watching Buzzards in the field can enter the data about the 

different morphs that they encounter. 

The project will run until spring 2017. 

 

 

 

What are you waiting for? Join the research! 
 

 

 Follow the "Buteo-morph" facebook page  to find news and feedbacks on the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              


